
 
 

 
 
 
 
   

Magical Malaysia  

bird photography tour 
✓ Pittas, hornbills, woodpeckers, kingfishers… 

✓ Small group: limit of 6!  

✓ The best photo opportunities  

✓ With expert local bird photographer  

✓ PLUS Australian guide 
 

25 Feb-5 March 2023, Kuala Lumpur  

Tour starts & finishes: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  

Scheduled departure & return dates:  

• 25  Feb–5 March 2023 

• any other time as a private tour 

 

 

Price:  AU$5,799 all-inclusive (discounts available). 

Leader: Peter Waanders & local expert bird photographer 

Trip reports and photos of previous tours: 

http://www.bellbirdtours.com/reports 

 Questions? Contact BELLBIRD BIRDING TOURS : 
 

• Freecall 1800-BIRDING  
 

• email birds@bellbirdtours.com 

amazing variety to be photographed, ranging from the stately 

Crested Fireback and magnificent Rhinoceros Hornbill to 

forest floor gems like Banded & Mangrove Pitta and Striped 

Wren-Babbler. Other specialities include Black-bellied 

Malkoha, Black-thighed Falconet, Large Green Pigeon, Blue-

rumped Parrot, Buffy Fish Owl, Rufous-backed Kingfisher, 

Banded Woodpecker, Crested Jay, Green Magpie, Long-billed 

Spiderhunter Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker, Malayan 

Peacock-Pheasant, the strange Rail-Babbler and the cute 

Black-and-Red Broadbill. There are many mammals (including 

several species of primates), flowers and beautiful butterflies 

to be observed. This tour explores one of the richest areas for 

birds in Southeast Asia, featuring Kuala Selangor, Fraser’s Hill, 

Bukit Tinggi and various lowland rainforest reserves.  

 

 
 

READ ON FOR: 

• Further tour details 

• Daily itinerary 

• Booking information 

 

 

 

Bellbird Tours Pty Ltd  
Australia-wide: Berri, SA –  

Stockton, NSW – Mildura, Vic 
Ph. 1800-BIRDING  

Ph. +61402 738855 
www.bellbirdtours.com 

birds@bellbirdtours.com 
 
 

 

Bellbird Photo Tours is proud to announce a great 

opportunity for a small number of privileged bird 

photographers. Based on the success of our long-running 

Peninsular Malaysia birding tour, we have totally 

redesigned this tour to allow for the best photographic 

opportunities of Malaysia’s fantastic birdlife. Join our 

Australian guide and local bird photography expert in a 

quest to obtain the best photograph of Pittas, Hornbills, 

Woodpeckers, Broadbills, Kingfishers, Parrots, Sunbirds and 

many other enticing tropical birds. Malaysia has excellent 

infrastructure for bird photography. We’ll stay at 

comfortable, quality accommodation with a range of food 

to suit all taste-buds; the road network is excellent, while 

the locals are friendly and helpful. And the birds…there’s an 

Unique and unforgettable nature experiences! 



 

 

Magical Malaysia bird photography tour 2023 

Tour details  

Tour starts & finishes:  Kuala Lumpur International Airport, Malaysia  

Scheduled departure and return dates: 

Tour commences with dinner on 25 February 2023. Please arrive on or before 25 February. Tour finishes the 

afternoon of 5 March 2023. Please depart on or after 5 March. Itinerary contains further details. 

Leader: Peter Waanders and local expert bird photography guide. 

Difficulty: Low/Medium/High/Excellent level of fitness required. This trip, being a photography tour, is much 

slower paced than our regular birding tours. There will be much patience required to get the best photo 

opportunities. There will be many early departures or late finishes, walking in uneven terrain, carrying your 

camera gear. The tour has a relaxed pace and walks are on mostly flat, often paved, surfaces, but may include 

some very short climbs. We generally walk slowly, with lots of stops. You can opt out of any challenging walks.  

What to bring: Please bring all camera gear you may need, chargers, memory cards, laptop, cables, and a pair 

of binoculars, your mobile phone, power adaptors (british type), insect repellent, sunscreen, personal 

medications, sun hat, water bottle, hand sanitizer. Sturdy footwear recommended. Equipment hire can be 

arranged on request.  

Clothing: Lightweight long pants, t-shirt and long-sleeved shirt, over the top of which you can wear layers that 

can be taken off as necessary, including a rain-proof jacket. Neat casual attire for dinners.  Short and thongs 

(flip-flops) acceptable for non-birding time. While the tour takes place in the dry season be prepared for the 

unexpected rain shower. 

Group size: Min. 4 and max. 6 participants. 

Cost: AU$5,799 per person including accommodation and all meals, based on double or twin-share occupancy. 

Single occupancy surcharge of $660. Not included: drinks, tips, personal expenses. Earlybird discount of $99 for 

bookings received up to 6 months before departure date. Return-client discount may apply. 

Bookings: Online at https://www.bellbirdtours.com/bookings. See last page of this brochure. 

 

https://www.bellbirdtours.com/bookings
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ITINERARY 
 

Day 0: 25 Feb 2023. Fly to Kuala Lumpur International Airport (own arrangements), where you will be greeted by 

our Australian guide and transferred to your hotel (transfer and hotel included in price) to rest and refresh. Should 

you decide to travel earlier, please make your own way to our hotel this evening. We will meet for dinner, 

introductions and orientation. Accommodation: Kuala Lumpur (en-suite hotel room; meals included: D). 

Day 1: 26 Feb 2023. After an early breakfast we’ll depart Kuala Lumpur for the drive of less than an hour to two 

areas of excellent lowland rainforest: Ulu Langat and nearby Taman Pertianan. We’ll explore both, where our first 

introduction to Malaysian birds will be an impressive one with many good species awaiting us. Targets to photograph 

this morning include Rufous Backed Kingfisher, Rufous Chested Flycatcher, White Chested Babbler, Pale Blue 

Flycatcher, Banded Broadbill, Hooded Pitta, Grey Breasted Spiderhunter and White Rumped Shama. The wide forest 

paths provide excellent photographic opportunities. After an exciting morning photographing we’ll have lunch and 

a break before we travel to the hills of Bukit Tinggi, our destination for the night. Somewhat cooler, the old colonial 

hill station at Bukit Tinggi is covered in a patchwork of native forests interspersed with beautiful botanical gardens. 

Accommodation: hotel near Bukit Tinggi (en-suite rooms; meals:  B, L, D). 

Day 2: 27 Feb 2023. First thing in the morning we find ourselves in the forest, awaiting the arrival of the rare 

Malaysian Peacock-pheasant, which comes out to feed just after sunrise. With luck and perseverance, Ferruginous 

Partridges will show too, then we’ll go for a walk through the gardens and forest patchworks, aiming to locate and 

photograph such colorful species as Buff Breasted Babbler, Orange Breasted Trogon, Silvered Breasted Broadbill, 

Black-and-Red Broadbill, Yellow bellied Bulbul, Short Tailed Babbler, Black Throated Babbler and Scarlet Rumped 

Trogon. Afterwards we’ll be moving on to Krau forest, a remnant lowland rainforest which provides us with a chance 

of some of Malaysia's most beautiful species: Banded Pitta, Garnett’s Pitta and Scarlet-rumped Trogon. We’ll have 

lunch in a local restaurant and following a break we’ll return to Krau Forest or Bukit Tinggi depending on which 

species we may still want to photograph. Accommodation: hotel near Bukit Tinggi  (en-suite motel rooms; meals: 

B, L, D). 

Thick-billed Grasswren, Australian 

Pratincole, Birding, Black-breasted 

Buzzard, Wet outback conditions 

Silver-breasted Broadbill © Liewkk 
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Day 3: 28 Feb 2023. This morning, if needed, we’ll return to the Malaysian Peacock-pheasant site, or any other 
good bird that we would still like to obtain or improve photos of; followed by a visit to the Lanchang secondary 
forest where an entirely different suite of bird species awaits us. We’ll look for photo opportunities of Oriental Pied 
Hornbill, Black-and-Yellow-Broadbill, Rufous Woodpecker, Banded Woodpecker, Scarlet backed Woodpecker, 
Rufous Collard Kingfisher and many others. After lunch we'll reluctantly leave this magical place behind as a change 
of scenery awaits us: the cool highlands of Fraser’s Hill. This attractive hill station is surrounded by excellent 
broadleaved evergreen forests that offer a sharply contrasting avifauna to that of the lowlands, including the cute 
Pygmy Wren-Babbler and the beautiful Long-tailed Sibia, as well as specialities like Fire-tufted Barbet, Black-and-
crimson Oriole, Javan Cuckoo-shrike, the endemic Malayan Whistling Thrush, Rufous-browed and Pygmy Blue 
Flycatchers, Blue Nuthatch, Black and Malayan Laughing-thrush while more difficult specialities include the 
endemic Malayan Partridge, Ferruginous Partridge, Yellow-vented Green Pigeon, Rusty-naped Pitta and Marbled 
Wren-Babbler. Accommodation: Fraser’s Hill Hotel (en-suite hotel room; meals included: B, L, D). 
 
Day 4 and 5: 1-2 March 2023. We’ll spend two full days photographing the wonderful birdlife that inhabits the 
forests of Fraser’s Hill. A relaxed pace, gentle climate and scenic environment make for great bird photography, 
while a range of excellent local restaurants will cater for various taste buds. Target birds include: Red Headed 
Trogon, Silvered eared Mesia, Malaysian Laughingtrush, Chestnut Capped Laughingtrush, Long Tail Sibia, Fire Tufted 
Barbet, Black Brown Barbet, Rufous Brown Flycatcher, Large Niltava, Pygmy Cubwing, Grey Throated Babbler, 
Malaysia Hill Partridge, Streaked spiderhunter, Greater Yellow naped Woodpecker and more. Accommodation: 
Fraser’s Hill Hotel (1 Mar) while at the end of 2 March we’ll drive down to the coastal town of Taiping (en-suite 
hotel room, meals included: B, L, D). 

Day 6: 3 March 2023. The morning hours will find us in the Merbok mangrove forest in search of the elusive yet 
colorful Magrove Pitta which should provide fantastic photographic opportunities. Other photogenic birds we 
target here include Mangrove Blue Flycatcher, Collared Kingfisher, Chestnut-bellied Malkoha, Golden-bellied 
Gerygone and others. Later that day we head to the Air Hitam Dalam Forest for a different suite of bird species to 
photograph, such as Common Flameback Woodpecker, Puff throated Babbler, Forest Wagtail, Little Bronze Cuckoo, 
Laced Woodpecker, Blue Throated Bee eater and a roosting Brown Hawk Owl. Accommodation: hotel in Taiping 
town (ensuite hotel rooms; meals included: B, L, D). 

Day 6: 26 July 2019.At sunrise we find ourselves out on the plains again to photograph Flock Bronzewings before 

we bird our way to Birdsville, checking local wetlands and sand dunes for species like Budgerigar, Cockatiel, 

Australian Bush-lark, Brolga, Bourke’s Parrot and Ground Cuckoo-shrike. We also have our first chance of Grey 

Grasswren here. We’ll have a meal at the famous Birdsville Pub tonight before retiring to our accommodation in 

new ensuite cabins at the Birdsville Caravan Park (private en-suite cabins; meals included: B, L, D). 

Day 7: 27 July 2019.A very early departure this morning  for a big day on the famous Birdsville track. Our first stop 

is at a bore drain where the target is the very rare and localised Yellow Chat. Other species we’ve encountered here 

are Australian Pratincole and Flock Bronzewing. Next we’ll  arrive at a (sometimes dry) swamp where the constant 

chatter of bird calls provides a background chorus to our quest to photograph Grey Grasswren which prefers the 

dense lignum shrubs in the foreground. We’ll spend most of the day out here getting images of this elusive species, 

and will also  have further chances of Grey Falcon. Accommodation: Mungerannie Pub (a charming, rustic outback 

pub with basic but clean rooms and shared bathroom facilities; meals: B, L, D). 

Day 8: 28 July 2019. Today is a back-up day for Grey Grasswren. If necessary, we’ll head back to yesterday’s swamp. 

We’ll also check for Grey Falcon at first light and may see Flock Bronzewings heading for their early morning drink. 

Alternatively we’ll visit neighbouring Cowarie Station which has resident Eyrean Grasswrens in the scenic sand 

dunes while along the Warburton River we often come across Red-browed Pardalote and Banded Whiteface. 

Crimson and Orange Chats are usually present too and on the gibber-strewn plains we look for Gibberbird. If we go 

after the Grey Grasswrens again today, we’ll be back at Mungerannie late afternoon to photograph Eyrean 

Grasswrens in the adjacent dunes. Accommodation: Mungerannie Pub (a charming, rustic outback pub with basic 

Letter-winged Kite, Flock Bronze-

wing, Gibberbird, Western Grasswren 

Eyrean Grasswren © Laurie Ross 

 

Rail Babbler © P Waanders 
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Day 7: 4 March 2023. The morning will be spent birding and photographing around Taiping Lake to add a variety 

of waterbirds to our list, such as White-breasted Waterhen, Red-wattled Lapwing and a chance of Yellow Bittern, 

before we head south to lowlands near the coastal town of Kuala Selangor where we have lunch and check into 

our final hotel for the trip, before heading out again to explore the nearby bird-rich city park (Oriental Pied Hornbill, 

Greater Flameback, Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, Pink-necked Green Pigeon and Crested Goshawk are just some of the 

birds awaiting us here). Accommodation: Kuala Selangor (en-suite hotel room; meals included: D). 

Day 8: 5 March 2023. This morning will find us photographing the birds of the the Kuala Selangor Mangrove and 

lowland forest reserve. Here the mangroves and coastal forests offer specialities such as Mangrove Pitta, which 

with luck and perseverance will emerge from the dense vegetation in front of our cameras; Mangrove Blue 

Flycatcher, Mangrove Whistler, Chestnut-bellied Malkoha, Golden-bellied Gerygone, Lesser Adjutant stork and, 

with luck, Buffy Fish Owl. After a final, late lunch we check the Paya Indau wetlands to add some further waterbirds 

such as Purple Heron,  Grey Heron, Grey-headed Swamphen and a chance of Changeable Hawk-eagle, before we 

reluctantly head back to the airport for your flight home (own arrangement). We can arrange for you to be returned 

to a hotel which we can book for you if you wish to stay on. Please don’t book any flights departing before 6pm 

this evening of 5 March. (meals included: B, L). 

 

 

Striated, Grey, Short-tailed Grasswren, 

Australian Bustard  

 

Orange-backed Woodpecker © Liewkk 
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Important information for your tour: 

• This is NOT a standard birding tour where we’re trying to see as many species as possible. The main focus of 
the tour is bird photography, and maximising photo opportunities in order to obtain photos similar to those 
shown in this brochure, will be an important aspect of the daily routine. If you want to join a ‘standard’  birding 
tour in Malaysia, where many participants also bring their camera and go home with great shots, please 
consider our Pensinular Malaysia 8-day tour in August 2023, where birding is the primary focus while still 
allowing plenty of photo opportunites wherever possible.  

• Recommended reading: Birds of South-east Asia, by Craig Robson    A Guide to the Mammals of Southeast 
Asia, by Charles Francis 

• Travel insurance is compulsory for this tour and you will be required to provide evidence of such, prior to 
paying your final balance. 

• Arranging flights to and from Kuala Lumpur are your own responsibility. 

• Visas can be obtained upon arrival. Please ensure you have a valid passport. 

• Please make your own enquiries regarding visas, inoculations and travel health issues. 

• There are two terminals in Kuala Lumpur International Airport: KLIA1 is where the major carriers arrive, KLIA2 
is the hub for low-cost airlines such as TigerAir and AirAsia. The terminals are linked by a short, free train 
connection. Please let us know your flight details and arrival terminal. 
 
 

Pre- and post tour options: 

If you wish to arrive earlier in Kuala Lumpur, please make your own way to your accommodation for Day 0, in time 
for dinner and introductions. We can book you into our hotel for any number of nights leading up to, or after, the 
tour, please enquire. 

 

Price inclusions and exlusions: 
 

Currency fluctuations: The tour price is set in AU$ but will change (up or down!) with currency fluctuations of  5% or 
more. This applies to the unpaid balance of your tour price only.  
 
Included: All meals commencing with Dinner on Day 0 and finishing with Lunch on Day 8, some snacks, some fruit, 
some drinks, unlimited drinking water refills. Accommodation in private en-suite rooms, transport using comfortable 
and reliable vehicle, expert Australian guiding accompanied by a local guide, airport transfers, any entry fees during 
the tour, taxes. 
 

Excluded: Travel to the meeting point if you’re already in Malaysia; onward travel arrangements, Pre- & post trip 
accommodation, Meals before the first dinner, and after the last lunch, drinks except where provided, personal 
expenses, tips, insurance, visa / passport fees, anything else not specifically included.  

 

http://www.bellbirdtours.com/tours/peninsular-malaysia/
http://books.google.com.hk/books/about/Birds_of_Southeast_Asia.html?id=9C6uHAAACAAJ&redir_esc=y
http://www.bookdepository.com/Guide-Mammals-Southeast-Asia-Charles-Francis/9780691135519?utm_source=SV-Body&utm_medium=email-Service&utm_term=A-Guide-to-the-Mammals-of-Southeast-Asia_title&utm_content=order-details&utm_campaign=Order-confirmation
http://www.bookdepository.com/Guide-Mammals-Southeast-Asia-Charles-Francis/9780691135519?utm_source=SV-Body&utm_medium=email-Service&utm_term=A-Guide-to-the-Mammals-of-Southeast-Asia_title&utm_content=order-details&utm_campaign=Order-confirmation
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Green Broadbill, Banded Kingfisher, 

Rhinoceros Hornbill © Liewkk 



Steps to book this tour: 
 

Step 1: Essential reading 

• Download, save and read the itinerary (this document) 

• Read our terms and conditions and the release of liability waiver (both can be found on 
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/terms-and-conditions).  

• Read our covid-19 information page (https://www.bellbirdtours.com/coronavirus-latest-
information/) 

 
Step 2: Online booking 
Head over to our secure online booking page: https://www.bellbirdtours.com/bookings. 
(Should you prefer a paper booking form, this can be downloaded from there). 
 

 
Step 3: Pay the deposit 
To secure your seat, a deposit of 20% of the tour price is required at the time of booking. Full 
payment is due 60 days prior to the departure date. Until full payment has been received, Bellbird 
Tours reserves the right to change the tour price (eg due to changing fuel prices). Payment options:  

 
Domestic electronic funds transfer: please send funds to the following bank account: 

• bank: Australia & New Zealand Bank (ANZ), 112 Rundle Mall, Adelaide SA 5000 

• account name: Bellbird Tours Pty Ltd  

• Branch No.  (BSB) 015-140   Account No. 206136528 
- Please use your surname as the booking reference. 

 
Visa, Mastercard & Amex: through Pin Payments (an easy, secure online payment system). They charge us a fee 
of ~3%, which we pass on to you. Please contact us to use this option, and we’ll email you a secure payment link.  
 
PayPal & other credit cards through PayPal: They charge us a fee of between 2.6-3.6% to receive your money, 
which we pass on to you. Please contact us to use this option, and we’ll email you a secure PayPal invoice. 

 
International electronic funds transfer: please send funds in Australian Dollars (+ bank charges or AU$20 bank 
transaction fee, see notes below) to the following bank account: 

• international swift code: anzbau3m (no IBAN codes are used in Australia) 

• bank: Australia & New Zealand Bank (ANZ), 112 Rundle Mall, Adelaide SA 5000 

• account name: Bellbird Tours Pty Ltd  

• Branch No. (BSB) 015-140    Account No. 206136528 
- If possible, please use your surname as the booking reference. 
- If you are asked to provide our physical address, this is:  101 Chilton Road, Berri, SA 5343, Australia. 
- Please specify AU$ as the recipient’s currency, and the correct amount. Select the option for you to 

incur any charges at both ends; if no such option exists, please add AU$20 to cover the bank fee at the 
recipient’s end.  

 

Any discrepancy between the amount payable and amount received will be added to the final balance, or 
payable in cash at the start of the tour. Prices and fees are not negotiable.  

 

Step 4: You’re done! 
Sit back and wait for your booking confirmation to arrive (24-48 hrs). Meanwhile, should you 
have any questions, please contact us via: https://www.bellbirdtours.com/about-us/. 

http://www.bellbirdtours.com/terms-and-conditions/
http://www.bellbirdtours.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/coronavirus-latest-information/
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/coronavirus-latest-information/
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/coronavirus-latest-information/
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/bookings
https://www.bellbirdtours.com/about-us/

